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Often the North Vietnamese Politburo gives the rationale for its actions 
in articles in its authoritative Party journal Hoc Tap (theoretical studies). 

In an article in the January issue, the Hanoi leadership provides a 
theoretical framework and justification for the current Communist mili- 
tary offensive in South Vietnam. Significant extracts from this article 
are at Tab A. 


Secretary Kissinger was briefed on the substance of this article and a 
mem ber of his party in the Middle East cited it to newsmen (Tab B) 
as evidence that the North Vietnamese are engaging in a maximum mil- 
itary effort because they believe the United States will not intervene on 
South Vietnam’s behalf. 

In the article Hanoi admits that it is on the offensive; notes that the 
U. S. Congress" has significantly cut aid to South Vietnam; concludes 
that the Government forces have been weakened by these cuts; and calls 
for all its forces to "take the initiative in attacking on all fronts." 

The following quotes illustrate these points: 

... liberation armed forces. . . have launched deep, vicious 

attacks. . .destroying many more district military sectors and district 
capitals." 


-- "The fact that the U. S. Congress has reduced by one-half the 
military aid requested. . . in the 1974-75 fiscal year. . . reflects the 
difficult multi-faceted situation confronting the U. S. administration." 
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-- M The intensity of firepower and the amount of mobile equip- 
ment of the puppet troops has markedly decreased. n 

-- M The issue now for the South Vietnamese people is to. . . accelerate 
the struggle to take the initiative in attacking the enemy on all fronts. . . M 
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"The New Stage of Development of the Southern Revolution 11 - from 
January Hoc Tap (Theoretical and authoritative journal of the North 
Vietnamese Communist Party) 


Significant Excerpts 

--"The striking feature of the situation in the recent past is that 
the southern armed forces (Communist) and people have expended their 
relentless, strong widespread offensive position. . • and have completely 
gained the initiative on the battlefield, thus forcing the Saigon army to 
shift to a passive, defense position." 

-- "The regular liberation armed forces have not only blocked the 
enemy 1 s nibbling operations, but have also launched deep, vicious attacks 
on its staging areas for nibbling operations, destroying many more 
district military sectors and district capitals, such as Thuong Due, 

Minh Long, Mang Den, Mang But, Due Phong, Bo Due, Dong Xoai, 

Phuoc Binh, Thanh Linh, Hung Long and so forth. " 


-- f, The people in many delta areas. . .have promptly launched three- 
pronged offensives to destroy or force the abandonment of many enemy 
posts ..." 

-- "The intensity of firepower and the amount of mobile equipment 
of the puppet troops have markedly decreased. In the third quarter 
of 1974, the monthly number of artillery rounds fired by the puppet 
troops decreased approximately by three-fourths, compared with the 
monthly number in 1973. The number of daily tactical sorties of the 
v' ^\puppet air force only equaled approximately one -half of the daily sorties 

Q >Ynade in 1973 and equaled approximately one-fifth of those conducted 

^ vAn 1972. The present number of aircraft in the South, compared with 

y the greatest number of aircraft on hand in the period of the limited war, 
has decreased by 70 percent, with the number of helicopters decreasing 
by 80 percent. . .The bomb and ammunition reserves of the puppet troops 
have decreased and they are encountering great difficulties in fuel and 
in the maintenance, repair and use of various types of aircraft, tanks, 
combat vessels and heavy weapons." 


-- "The liberation troops are attacking and counterattacking re- 
lentlessly and everywhere, the puppet army is being driven into a 
situation fraught with acute contradictions between concentration and 
dispersion. " 


- - "The serious consequences, • . .the forced withdrawal of the U.S. 
armed forces as a result of their defeat, the inability of the United 
States to continue its military and economic aid as it did previously 
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because of its difficulties. . . all this has driven the areas controlled 
by the Saigon administration into an unprecedented, tragic situation." 

r 

-- n The U. S. imperialists are encountering unprecedented, great 
difficulties at home and abroad: the internal ranks of the United States 
are seriously divided, inflation is spiraling, the economy is in a state 
of recession, the danger of a grave economic crisis is threatening the 
United States, U. S. prestige and influence in the world are declining. 11 

-- "The fact that the U. S. Congress has reduced by one-half the military 
aid, requested by the Pentagon for Thieu in the 1974-75 fiscal year, and 
by 20 percent the economic aid compared with the preceding fiscal year, 
clearly reflects the difficult, multifaceted situation now confronting the 
U. S. administration. In such a situation, it is certain that no matter 
how stubborn the U. S. imperialists may be, they must carefully ponder 
whether they should jump in to save someone who is about to drown, 
just to sink into distress and failure with him. Moreover, the U. S. 
imperialists have experienced many bitter setbacks in years past in 
Vietnam. 

I 

--"The question raised now for the South Vietnamese people is to 
quickly strengthen and resolutely protect the revolutionary forces -- and 
to accelerate the struggle to take the initiative in attacking the enemy 
on all fronts, only then will they win great victories. " 
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FROM: 


BRENT SCOWCROFT 


SUBJECT: 


North Vietnamese Official Journal Hoc Tai 
Outlines Policy Toward the South 


- ^Often the North Vietnamese Politburo gives the rationale for its actions 
\j in articles in its authoritative Party journal Hoc T ap (theoretical 
Studies). J Th ^ ^Q l lo^ing - ft^rnrnary nf nnfLJ!Ar.AD.h xwtih ^rj-i pJA may 

vi^e-HRom^in sight int o t he tliiiikin g--behind-tfebe-e ur r en t^ m ilita r-y-^offeneiv e 
iaJdie South. 

: i . . > 

.^jL- *Vrv In A the January issue, the Hanoi leade rship p rovides a t heoret ical 
framework and justifica tion for the current Communist military offen- 
sive in South Vietnam. A The main emphasls^of The commentary is on 
the ''bankruptcy 11 of U.S. policy and the U.S. ! s apparent inability to con- 
r ,v^ tinue supporting the Saigon Government. Describing the cutback of U.S. 
v a aid to South Vietnam as a symptom of the "difficult, multi-faceted situa- 
j, '[<y° tion now confronting the U.S. Administration, 11 the article rules out 

possible U.S. reentry into the Indochina conflict and leaves little doubt 
that this figures prominently in Hanoi 1 s decision to intensify the fighting 
in 1975. 


-- The article goes on to argue that South Vietnamese forces have 
become weakened and overextended in the past year as a result of aid 
reductions and other problems and that President Thieu has lost political 
support and is facing mounting popular resentment. 

-- The article,, calls explicitly for heightened Communist initiatives 
"on all fronts 11 and,°ln particular, in the cities. Its emphasis on the 
urban struggle -- so reminiscent of Communist guidance during the 
1968 offensive -- is especially noteworthy in view of the recent Com- 
munist attack on Ban Me Thuot. The Communists evidently feel that 
increased military pressure in such urban areas will lead to increased 
popular pressure against Thieu. 
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-- Like recent covert Communist guidance, the commentary 
portrays military action as a way of bringing about "conditions" that 
will lead to President Thieu 1 s fall -- all supposedly within the frame- 
work of the Paris Agreement. Although there is no elaboration of 
what these conditions might be, the article's allusions to mounting 
popular resentment against the GVN and to a U. S. cabal against Thieu 
clearly imply the hope that Vietnamese and American disenchantment 
with the Government will be generated by the current military campaign. 
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